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FEADQUARTERS
FIFTH RANO'R INFANTRY BATTALION
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SUBJROT: Aetion Aga'net Bnemy, Revorts After /After Action Peports v
i) t The Adjutant Oenspnl, Washingtom, D, O,
1. The following ia the story of the Fifth Ranger Infantry Battalion

the landing or the coast ~f Pranse on lelay, & June 19k, to 10 June 194k
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DeDay & June 194k

At 0530 hours the Pifth Ranger “a‘talion leoaded into 1, C, A.'s from the
rother 8'ips, H, ¥, &, Prinee loool’ and Prinee Youndouin, and starte? the ten
mile run to the eoust of Fraree. The morals of the mon wus mxoellant, the weather
¢louty, and the ses very choory,

About five w!les froe shora, ome (1) L, €4 A, conta‘nin: the Pirst Mlatoon
an’ a part of company hecdgsrters of Companmy F bad shirped so much water that
4% was foreed to Aror out of the formation, This plateem did not ma‘e the ascanlt
landing with the hattalion but 414 land near the St, lsurentegur-iior “sseh exit
at 0900 after transfarrng to a mesging 1, 0, Ty

The beach wg rrotegte by s largs nusher of under-water o'stooles eonsist-
ing of elements “C", holpshoge and tetr:hedrs, many of whish ha’ Tellar-¥ires

The firet wawe grassod ts besgh in rood order with few casualties, 'alted
tarporarily ‘n resr of the ses wall, snd {mmediataly recrgaidsed,

The second oompisting of ome half Yatislion “eadouarters, Cornanice
e.n.wmummerwr.mmmunrmam Ve,

A% & sigral fro= it e Fattalion Commaner ¢ o leooding eshe on sermmhled over
the wall, hlew gure 4n the protect've wire, as’ rrotoctad frem enemy clemrvation
WWudm*Mnﬁmwmthme
the M1l, Fore the smoke ha' ¢leared and the topographienl erest was eoing
swept by offective sutoratic weapons five, First lisuterant Frere's W, Tmwson,
muv 1o his rlstoon ower 4 e ton an' wived out & strongoint thershy
kattalion to ndwires,
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Compary P advanged townr! Vierville-surer regaiving heavy sriper and
mach'ne run fire, Severa) direct hits fyrom ensmy artillery on the rear of the
battalion eolumn gnused noser ue casuvalties, Com sy ¥ att a renetration
to the S-suth bul weme halted Y ‘ntense raghire gun fire, in mm morter
soneentrotion fipred by Comrany C knoake) out peveral of these positions tut
they were rapidly reclaced and the advaree rerained halted,

The welght of the attrek was ghifte? towsrd Vierv'le-sur-Ver and, aftep
overcoming goneiderable =rirer res’stange, the b-tinlion adwvanged throush the
village to its wopter— mummnmmsn told uw by a lorge volume
of eonsarted rachine goiper Pire, At this roint contast was estah)ished
with the oﬁ- Tirgt Pattalion 11041 Infantry and anrroximately
150 men of his unit, Dusk was f-1ling and the hattalion war ordered to r‘i‘]'—h
a poeriveter defamse for the night, Codpanies A, B, an’ C of the Seecond '
Hattalion, mimmnh-utyqom slso assure' a ~orti-n of the
area, Tenks of the 7 Tank "gttalion move’ within the defense ares where
they remained for the night, mxcept mmm:-.uuwmm
and machire puns the night was ome of 1ittle set’'wvity,

one (1) plateor of Company A wh'eh hegame serarate’ from the battaifen
af'ter croseing the ses-wall urococded through Vierville sur-Fer to the rallying
roint sout wert of the town, arriving thers ot 1600 hours, In mocomplishing
this fent tray eoptured 12 !!luwm an? killed at least an o-ual mumher,
leavwing ihs wallying point shortly thereafter this unit fourht ite war throgh
to fointe du Hoe (4 e Mat'alion o jestivel nn' comtarted the Second Panger
Fattalion, arriving there at s'out 2200 hours,

"he platoon from ¥ Compary whish anded nesr at. Taure t-gured ¢ receiverd
a large amount of artillery and mashine £'ra on tha hage', Fatrols were
sent out to loezte ‘he remainder of the % Tat'alion “ut ware unable %o
enin eontaet, Atteroting to move along the heaeh toward Vierville-sur-¥er
% is platoon was subjects’ 1o artillery fire rese'ving 7 ersalties, Aflor
pdvanging “00 yards to the Wapt the wnit was onpared Bw a superior “ores and
plimed 4down, Whem darkness fell t'e platoon retained thia nositdon,

The roenlts for the Mret “uv were aout 100 prisoners taken, 150 enemy
dead, an’ sprroodmately 60 Mo osers klled an wounded,

M1 7 June 19

Mang were made for arlrrgine t o hgaeh he d and for reiiaving the
v ree ewiﬂ aof the Second Fgnger Sattallon st ointe 4 Fee,

At 0600 r forea composed of 70 mwen from the Zeson’ Rarger Mattalion
(Coss Ay B and C), Comnanties C and D of our hattalion, 150 men from the
Firet Sattslion 1!( Ah Infantey, and ¢ tanks of the 7h3rd Tenk "attalion,
advanged tomnrd Fointe du Hoa, Fracuntering harascing snirer fire this force
advanged %0 a reint approximatelr one (1) “iloretor west of 5t, Plerre Du Nent
where it rece vel a larrs coresiration of arti lerv f're, Thies fire contirme’
f2lling fror 1000 hours until 1200, The foree with'rew to St, Marve &/ Yont
ant sot up & defense in the town, "nder cover of darimes: 2 two man patrol
moved through the enemy 1in'@ to ¢inte du Hoe, cont eted the Commanding
Offiger Sesond favnper Tgtéalion, and ret.rned laving wire te establish
comman’e tion hetween the two forees,

Tt» resainder of the battalicn we piven the mission of imrowing the
" sngh-hoad,

Compamy B resmed +'0 sttt gk to the sonthwest fipom tha wostern eige of
at 0630, This wnit wms not shle to advence far but 44
hmﬁm@.mﬂmh‘nammwﬂmwm

The remaining platoon of Corpay A ond the remalolng platoon of Com any F
nwwrwumuvo?hjrﬂm attell - attagked South from the
town wiring out snirers, machine gun neets, an! saveral enemy combat ratrols,
mlhlrﬂlfthommﬂ‘ls'mdﬂmuotm.

Daring t'e nig ¢ snipors ha' ‘nf4 trated back into the town so Cowmany B
slooned out the iown apain, e
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the town, At 1400 hours, Commany £, which was defeniinc the sastarn portiom
of t e town veat off a “Jetermined ecwrter-attack of ahout gompany strength,
of

At 1900 hours elements of the 1144h Infantry move’ into the asptern "alf
the sootor an’ tha units of thig battalior shifted te the r1 "t to defend
only the roalning half of the seator,

The A Camany plotoor on Points du Moe sesisted in repulsing three sountors
attasks serly thiz moyning. A seven man patrol fro= this nlatoon made an unsuscess-
ons to eontact the Fifth Rangar

ng o vortic of the Jefense
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The first nlatoon of Corpany F sttacke’ inlani from the beseh at OBCO snd

platoon was Strpat of Adwirsl Hall's staff; loaded into a L.CaVels

with feod, water, and tiomp mmmm-uumkm

mwudunwmarmmmuxmm An eight man
1mmumm'm1mmmmm=dmmw

of Df2 had eontagted the foree at Ste Plerre-fu-lont,

Regults for the seoond day were aprrowingtely 150 rrisoners taken, 50 ¥illed,
and b0 Rang-r casu-lties,

D2 A Jume 194k

At 0100 hours srders we = resaived to rrepers to move to Fointe du Hee at
0600, At 0630 ‘ours a fores smoosed of two “atialiors of the 1164k Tnfantry

an’ three comraning of the Fifth Pattalion a v need from Viarville-svr-tor
down te rosd weet toward Poirte M Yo resistrage w 5 crcountere! an' ‘he
foree ot 9t, Plerre-iu-dent was covtacta’ at OB1S,

B and £ were piven the m'ssion of taking and holling the high
:vﬁt of t'o Zluise Oate =i Orandswp-las-ia '8, These cowpanies in column,
T lend! _Mwmnmwmnmnrmmmm
w:&-nm. In‘tially no fire was reesived an’! the town
appaarad heve heon desarte v the eneny, The lea'ing alamen‘s of the two
ecmranios apcrosehed to within 2% varis of the ‘ridre where t e force wis ~4mmed
dowm by a heavy congentration of meptar ant maghine gun fire The ‘w0 soeprn as
whirew to on the high ground scet of the Tuise-Gate Nridge here
they wers wuz,ommwmmmmm.
Thay wers roaseed through mmmmr«!n:twn. of the 116th Infantry,

whigh, sur orted by tanks, fire, ravel pun fire, succass y

eaptured the town of Grande mp. inge D Comrany and ¥ Company went into

defengive positione protesting the Sluige-gate Tl ‘ge and moppe’ wp pesitions
along the co st toward Foint du Hoee P Commany csmurded o ~ortion of the all
round ‘eferse set up ‘v the Seoond Manpor Ratta dom on the high grount sust of
the "lulee Tete Fridioe,

46 0900 Com-anies Gy U, one platoon F Company, the resainder of Ay Ty C, of
mmm‘ﬂm‘httﬁkm. and mnm(iuﬂl advarend towar! d . Foe
to aselgt to three curnan’es of the Segont Rencor Pattali-n, Yeeting no
resistinoe thay contagte’ that unit, Compen'es A and T ware now comnlste
or, andcations,

anertly ther-after the Rang-rs ware brought unier fire bw the Third
Tattalism 116th Tnfantyy and ianks of the 7hird Tark Fpttdidom.. ™'s foree
wap attsoldng Fointe du Hog from the south weet an’ inflicte’ six cosualiies

D Compery adwareo! toward Orandoamp-les=ia'ns an’ ‘olned Cosrantes ¥ and

&

Car-anios C, and ¥ advareed angt an' south of the fmmintel ares Loward
-lzs sart of a foree ~omsisting of the Pirst Pattalion 115th Infantry,
Two tyagks of the fSeeon Ranger Fett: ion were attac-od to the Rangore,
This foree halte one-half mile northe-st of Maisy for Lhe mighfy meetiny no
resistance enrouige
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fesults for to thind doy were spproximately 20 Oermans killed an'
The battalion hod 10 casunltics,

My 9 June 190k

Cemrany © gortirued to nop-up nositions alemg the ecast towar! Tolnte~ u-lioe
¥M114ns severs]l Oermans an! eopturing avont kO,

nmlmnmn{n.nﬂsmmbumn-Mam
on & secopdery rosd, e anged ﬂmtot.hounuum.?in
4rention to the south on the Isigny ros'y, and went into "dvouse aboit

yurds west of Osmanville,

€y on’ ¥ Compan'es, Jetashed from the First Bettalon 1168h Infantry
whiieh by-oeseed the pos’'tion nouthwest of Yalsy, were riven the
migsion of elosning out thet strons point, They wers suprorted o this = ssion

by the twe half-tracks Second Ranger h“llingfmw u:t m.alnltm

ald Artillery ‘4on rregeds the att.ot, Attacking with two
ema-des in colwm the ros'tion was suecessfully eunio‘. The atrong-noint
conta nad three 105 me how!taers, nunarous Swill.arss, lar-e stoshs of

-u.iﬂn-szMM'mw-h-hsn‘nﬂm fhortly theroafter
thia forge ware’e’ te t'o bivouas avea west Gemanville vhers 't jefned
'mh“.

At 2100 & three man oatrel from Com-any S wos ddep tehed to resommoiter the
1dght Ingineey Tridpe scross the Vire Rivwy, This natrol eccormlished * i
o' pelon and returng’ at 2400 hours,

Romilts for the fourth doy wore npprowirately 20 fermars +i1led, 130
prigonersy snd 18 Ranger cusualtics,

Ddy 10 June ISLL

A% apyroximately OL30 “oure the hattalion bivouss avea wes “ombed ant ‘he
untt suffered t'ree ossualiles,

Companiog C, Dy an' ¥ ware pivan the miss'o of moo ing up the gosstal
fortifigntions from Or.nigarmp-les "sins to Teleny, woved out at 0830 and

-
mooti g 1ittle rosistengs, returned at 1930 with apmr ainmately 200 prisoners.
Vine fields inflicted tiwee casualties on the foroe,

Patrols in the vieinity of the attallon area ssptured arproximately
” Oermars,

Resulte for the Fift -y ware 738 Nermans csvtured an' € Ranger Cssualties,
2y Tn five dsys of fighting this bettalion had 23 men killed, 89 wounded,
ﬂ!&uﬁu_ .
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